“Remember, it is the internal qualifications, not the external, which
recommend a man to be a Mason”.
Companions,
Each month during my year in office, I will be highlighting one of the qualities which Masons
should possess, and it is important for each of us to examine ourselves to ensure that we
continue to possess and display these qualities.
For October, the quality is Humility: Freedom from pride or arrogance: the quality or state of
being humble.

In our Lodges, humility is seldom discussed, and oftentimes neglected. It is important to
understand that we are taught to practice humility throughout our rituals – whether it is
being told to wait outside the door until we are allowed inside, instructed to follow our
guides without question or specifically being asked to give a sum of money when we were
“divested us of all minerals and metals”, and so much of our clothing that, “we were neither
naked nor clad barefoot nor shod.” These small events during degrees taught us to be
humble, patient, respectful and amiable. It also teaches us to obey, respect of others and to
have self-respect.
It becomes virtually impossible to practice true brotherly love without genuine humility,
because only the true humble person has shed the trappings and motivations of self-interest.
His concerns and feelings are for his fellow man, rather than for himself. He has been able to
widen his sphere of interest, compassion, and action to encompass all with whom he comes in
contact.
To be humble is not to lack confidence in one’s own abilities. It is hoped that those who join
our fraternity do so for the right reason. We hope they accept a chair for the right reason
and stand for an elected office in their own Chapter, district, or Grand Chapter for the right
reason. One should not be motivated by self-glorification – the largest and brightest apron,
the power or prestige of the position or the accolades and attention that is accorded to rank.
If their motivation is to serve the order and contribute to the advancement and well-being of
our craft, then they will know that this virtue called “humility” has its own reward.
The practice of humility is the first step towards the acquisition of truth, a potent weapon
against pride, the most vicious of human passions and sins. Remember that “pride and
vanity, the opposites of humility, and labeled as the father of all sins, is the hardest of the
human passions to subdue and leads to every other vice.

Let us then take heed of the General Charge and as we attempt to influence new members to
our order, “The man, who, without courting applause is loved by all noble-minded men,
respected by his superiors, revered by his subordinates; the man who never proclaims what he
has done, will do, can do, but where need is, will lay hold with dispassionate courage,
circumspect resolution, indefatigable exertions, and a rare power of mind, and who will not
cease until he has accomplished his work; but who then, without pretension will retire into the
multitude, because he did the good act, not for himself, but for the cause of good”.
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